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SUMMARY AN ANALYSIS OF THE ARMYS TRANSFORMATION PROGRAMS AND POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES
Summary Box 2. The Active Army, the Army National Guard, and the Army Reserve The Army is made up of
three components, which Constitution. The National Guard includes a mix of differ in availability and readiness:
the active Army, combat and support units and provides a force that the Army National Guard, and the Army
Reserve. governors can call on to meet domestic emergencies Units in the active Army, the majority of which
are and maintain civil order. During a national crisis, the combat units, are filled with soldiers on active duty,
President can call members of the National Guard to who are always available to respond to orders from
federal active duty. Because members have to be acti-the Commander in Chief. At the end of 2008, the vated
and units mobilized in response to a call from authorized end strength of the active-duty force was the
President, some units may take months to get 525, 000 soldiers. ( End strength is the number of per-ready to
deploy to an overseas crisis. The 205, 000 sonnel authorized to be in the Army at the end of the members of the
Army Reserve are assigned almost fiscal year. ) By contrast, most members of the Army exclusively to support
units and must also first be National Guard and Army Reserve are civilians who called to active duty by the
President before they can practice or drill only part time during peacetime...
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