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Third World Press, United States, 2009. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 150 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Barack is caught between two worlds and struggles for acceptance by either side-Black
enough? White enough? It s a fine line that he must walk, writes Illinois state Senator Rickey Hendon, in Black
Enough/White Enough: The Obama Dilemma, a personal memoir of the historic 2008 presidential election.
Hendon, an African American senator from Chicago s blighted West Side, was a veteran politico firmly aligned
with other Black leaders when the man who would go on to become the golden presidential hopeful was an
upstart balancing atop America s cultural fence in one the most notoriously segregated cities in the nation. This
newcomer was of a diFerent stock than Chicago s old guard, which boasted icons such as Rev. Jesse Jackson,
late Mayor Harold Washington and Minister Louis Farrakhan, and was initially eyed with some suspicion-even
by Hendon himself as the two served side by side in the Illinois state Senate. And as Hendon explains in this
book, the phenomenon that became Barack Obama, the audacious presidential hopeful, was created not just
by wooing America s whites, but also by winning acceptance by America s Blacks. Hendon begins Black
Enough/White Enough: The Obama Dilemma with Obama s announcement of his presidential bid on February
10, 2007, and follows his entire campaign in a journal-like fashion, all the way to the November 4, 2008 election.
This running account is peppered with Hendon s own observations, insights, inside information, and personal
anecdotes of his long history with Barack Obama. Hendon pulls no punches and oFers a warts-and-all look at
how Obama s campaign tiptoed across a tightrope to gain the confidence of white Americans without angering
African Americans-the latter not always being successful....
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