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indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: . introduced very timidly into some of the news-sheets about the year
1701. Nor was this-the only direction in which literary journalism was started; men of real importance began to
take part in newspaper-writing, and the English press may name among the earliest of its distinguished
servants such personages as Atterbury, Kennet, Hoadley, and Defoe. While, therefore, we cannot claim for the
opening years of the century the production of any masterpieces, and while its appearance, from an
intellectual point of view, is to us quiescent, yet without doubt the seeds of genius were swelling in the darkness.
In all departments of thought and art, Englishmen were throwing off the last rags of the worn-out garments of
the Renaissance, and were accustoming themselves to wear with comfort their new suit of classical formulas. In
poetry, philosophy, history, religion, the age was learning the great lesson that the imagination was no longer
to be a law unto itself, but was to follow closely a code dictated by reason and the tradition of the ancients.
Enthusiasm was condemned as an irregularity, the daring use of imagery as an error against manners. The
divines were careful to restrain their raptures, and to talk and write like lawyers. Philosophical writers gladly
modelled themselves on Hobbes and Locke, the nakedness of whose unenthusiastic style was eminently
sympathetic to them, although they conceived a greater elegance of delivery necessary. Their speculations
became mainly ethical, and the elements of mystery and romance almost...
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