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Subject: Neuston -- North Pacific Ocean -- Geographical distribution -- Observations. Excerpt: . . . Arthropods
were the most abundant neuston group collected; 77 ( 57 ) of the total 134 taxa collected were crustaceans.
Amphipods and copepods were the most diverse groups, represented by 52 ( 39 ) taxa. The two most abundant
species, Themisto pacifica and Calanus pacificus, were also the most widely distributed and frequently collected
species, occurring in 64. 3 and 69. 1 of the samples, respectively, and in all temperature intervals ( Table 2 ).
Their frequency of occurrence declined from north to south. Crustacean diversity was greatest ( 46 taxa ) within
the warmest interval. Thirty-four and 45 crustacean taxa were collected in the southern and northern regions
of the NPSFZ, respectively, and 57 in the combined intervals. Eighteen crustacean taxa were collected in the SD (
Table 2 ): Molluscs were second to arthropods in frequency of occurrence. Pteropods were the most diverse
group and squid larvae the most frequent group of molluscs encountered. Twelve taxa of pteropods were
collected, two or more taxa in each temperature interval. Pteropod species richness did not follow the general
trend of simple community structure in temperate latitudes and more complex community structure in
subtropical latitudes. Pteropod species richness was greatest in the 12. | -15. O C interval, where all genera were
represented and all but three species were collected ( Table 2 ). Five of the pteropod species were. included in
Fager and McGowans ( 1963 ) analysis of zooplankton co-occurrence in the North...
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