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1900 was settled, all who knew the situation at first hand felt that the settlement was only an armistice, that the
real conflict between capital and labor in the anthracite regions was yet to come. The great strike of 1902 came
and with it a harvest of misery, privation and crime. It cost us over $100,000,000 and wrought moral ruin the
extent of which none can estimate. The outcome of the conflict - the interference of the President and the
appointment of a commission - was not dreamt of by the most sanguine advocates of the rights of labor. For
over four months, the Coal Strike Commission inquired into the economic, domestic, scholastic and religious
phases of the mine workers lives. It examined 558 witnesses and most of the testimony was eagerly read by an
interested public. During the conflict fundamental questions relative to industrial and social relations were
raised. Men of national fame, discussing the issues involved, astonished their most intimate friends by
proposing solutions so radical as to be little short of a complete subversion of our industrial system. In the
sessions of the Commission, all attempts to limit the scope of the inquiry to the industrial questions which
precipitated the conflict were vain. To 80 per cent, of mine workers the question of wages meant their whole
living and the Commission was forced to listen to the story of these people s life in all its phases. Never before, in
any industrial dispute, was it more clearly seen that the students of the industrial and social problems are
laboring for identical ends, and that the...
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